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Austria's Foreign Policy 


i, It is senseless to suggest that Austria's foreign policy oan, or shou, ba 
changed from dey to day to suit the cirmmstances, It is best te purse une 
waveringly a pre-determined policy. The basis of the present poliey «as ‘de- 
termined not by the government ‘ui by the people,at the 1045 electi. 23, The 
detalis were filled in by the governments after an’ exact evaluation of she coun~ 
try's actual. and potential assets and liabilities. 


<=. Those who today advocate a change of foreign policy and a rapprochem 23 with 
Russie need not be taken serlously. ‘They are an infinitesimal “mina: lay. The 
people as a whole, dom to the humblest worker in the remotest worksh D, are 
fully aware of the issues at stake in the conflict between East and Tat. The 
few agitators will never meet with suecess, It is quite certain that their 
slighest attempt to orgamize themselves would be quelled by the Vesti Allies, 


3e  Debretsberger is totelly unimportant. As a former Winiater of the Si uachnd ge 
Government, his political career is finished, Let him dare hold a pe" Vieal 
neeting in Gras or in any other Styrian towmi 


4. Probably the Russians would like to sea Landeshauptmam Dr. Heinrich (leigsner 
at the top, as the Commmists have certain information concerning him ‘irich 
would enable them to make him their tool, But Gleissner ie not aubiticus and 
han no great sympathies for Russia. Above all, he is extremely cautirns and is 
not likely to venture beyond the border of Upper Austria, 


So Eduard Ludwig will never become Foreign Minister; the Socialista will ke sure 
he does not. 


Division of Ausixla 


6 A division of Austria today is out of the question. Similarly, all i iic of a 
possible Invasion of Austrian territory is absurd so long as the ocew ation - 
laste. Whenever Gruber reesives reports of threats toe the Austrian Punatler, 
no matter how serlous they may seem, he immediately consigns them to “he waste~ 
paper basket; 
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Gruber is avare of the conversations which have been taking pluce between the 
Salabure, Tyrol aml Vorarlberg Governnents concerning a possible division 

of Austria and the consequent need to form a Vest Austrian Governmoat.. Such 
talk is shecr madness, and it has no preater interest for him uhen he in told 
that the Western provinces would reject the present federal povernnen’ and ask 
hin personally to fara a westormn povornnent. 


this sort of talk, and the rumors to which it ives rise, is dangorou: and 
exactly what the Russians desire, justriats preatost eneny tocay is "Ps. .avetseh™ 
(cheos). On the other hand, thore is no need to attuch undue inportante to this - 
evil. imap hearing: that the Yugoslavs are about to crocs the Austr »« frontier 
may pack his bars and flee, Ue will ‘return when the runor is proved iaise. The 
Next tine he hears the rumor he willl pack bis bags, but not flee. Th: third 

time he will not even cack bis bags, 


The most inportant thing for the Sustrians today is to keep their heacs at all 
costs and to refuse to be influenced by anything but hard facts, 


Gruber cited the example of Hungary, He had kept in close touch with the 
Hungarian Smallholdors! Party, wich had- accused him of following a false policy. 
In its opinion, austria should rermmin entirely neutral, or even comprunise with 
the Russians. The Hungarian view held that Austria's economic situation dictated 
this. Gruber stated that he had nevor wavered in rejecting this advice and had 
done his best to convince the Tkmearians that thoirs was the mistaken -olicy. 
Now events had orceved how richt he was. Despite. the compromises which tha 
Smalliididers’ Party had made in Moscow, the Russians had done nothing or 
Hunrary. All thmrcary's territorial claims had heen rejected. Nagy br: béon 
forced to flee the comtry, end all his collaboraters had been elimine od, 


“hen asked if ho believed that Austria was in for a particularly bad ¢iae when. 
the Russians* turn came to take over the chairmanship of the Allied SCerrell in 
Vienna, Gruber replied that the Russians cia exactly what they chose vy .ather 
they had the chairaanship or not, 


| Internal, Politica), Situation 


Gruber believes that,if the Austrion People's Party had a realistic ar. soneréte 
propram and spoke quite openly to the people, it would win the north ct tions. 
Nere he criticized Chancellor Firl for what he termed his “sanruine pe iey™. 

Tt was the heirht of folly, sald Gruber » to make promisos which could ot be 
kepte’ “hat was needed’ vas the sort of line which Churchill adopted im 1940: 
blood, svest and tsars, coupled with an assurance that, 1f overybody thous his 
full veight into the vork of reconstruction, tustria will nost certain 7 mr) 
throughe Such an approach would rive the iustrians the feeling that toy 

had an ideological battle to firht. 


State Seerctary Ferdinand Graf » “Snister of Education Felix turdes 2 ar’ Foreion 
‘Hinister Gruber himself are the only APP leadore who can be certain o 3° 
sucecesful politieal mocting in Viena or in the othor industrial cent. wa, 


when asked what he thou;ht about the Socialists, Gruber merely replied that 
Vice-Chancellor Im, Adolf Sehir? enjoyed considerable respect among the people, 


North Tyrol 


Gruber le not interested in the local. political intricues ia North Tyrcl. 
Diseussing the Latest attempts by the Nonarchisis to oust Landeshaupim:nn 
Welsscattercr, he maintained thot it would not matter'in the least if 
Veissrattorer were forced to resin. On the contrary, he would accomp! ' sh 

nore as & member of the opposition. A man with any personality always ~anaros to 
win throush in the énd, and he can assert himself norco easily when he .3 not in 
the thick of things. 


tyrol is completoly unincortant so far as Austrian foreign policy is soncerned , 
except in the South Tyrol question. 
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South Tyrol 


17. Negotiations are taking place. Aduittedly, they are not proceeding as well 
as one might wish, but nevertheless they are being contimed. The South 
tyroleans have themselves to blame for thedelays and diffMculties » With 
thelr porsistence on such minor points as Article 5 of the Optants* Decree, 
Nevertheless, Vionna will stand by them even on these minor icsues; se 
that they may mov that Austria will do her utmost to support then, 


18. The South Tyroleans mmst+ be patient. An aggressive policy, suchas vas 
until Paris, camnot be maintained indefinitely. Effective amnunition mst be 
proserved avainst the day when it is really necessary to use its 4t wust not 
be wasted by firing isolated shots every day. It is also artvisable to vailt 
for the moment when the bullets will find their mark, Strong action ot present 
would be inopportune, because Italy is nomontarily in a more advantarcous position 
than Austria, For this reason,it is inadvisable to force the issue in the 
negotiations. The negotiations rust be left to take their course » and it ° 
is best tovmait and see what-the final results will be, If they a re’ satisfactory 
so mach the better. If not, Austria has weapons enoush. One thine, Gruber 
believes, is certain: Italy carmot afford: | to fail in the fulfillment of her 
oblipations under the Paria Agreement, and that agreement contains a pireat deal. 
Furthermore, the Great Powers have a great noral oblication tovard South Tyrol. 


ap 
i9. So far/the internal situation in South Tyrol is concerned, the South Tyvroleans- 
are inclined’ to take it too tracically. Gruber understands their difficulties; 
but, somehow, they mst hold the people together for another three or “our 
months. No matter what happens, the South Tyroleans must not lose their heads.» 


20, Gruber is prepared to diseuss the internal political situation at any ‘ime with 
Dr. ve Guggenverg, Secretary-General of the South Tyrol People's Party (SVP). 
At the same tine, from a tactical point of view, it is difficult both co 
negotiate and te issue directives. It mst be realized that every word: that is 
spoken today Is sooner or latcr heard by the whole world. 
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